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L 15Feb Union with Christ

Session 1: What is union and why does it matter?

Hidden in plain sight

“To God’s holy people in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus:” (Eph 1:1)
“Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi.” (Phil 1:1)
“Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.” (1 Pet 5:14)

“To cite a few examples, believers individually and the church corporately are said to be possessors of eternal
life in Christ (Rom. 6:23); justified in Christ (8:1); glorified in Christ (Rom. 8:30; 2 Cor. 3:18); sanctified in Christ
(1 Cor. 1:2); called in Christ (v.9); made alive in Christ (15:22; Eph. 2:5); created anew in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17);
adopted as children of God in Christ (Gal. 3:26); elected in Christ (Eph. 1:4); and raised with Christ (Col. 3:1).”
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“Union with Christ may be the most important doctrine you've never heard of.” 2

Significance of the union

Gen 2:18-24

Eph 5:28-30

Rev 21:1-3

Value of the union

Phil 3:7-9

“Nothing is more central or basic than union and communion with
Christ. Union with Christ is really the central truth of the whole
doctrine of salvation not only in its application but also in its once-for-all accomplishment in the finished
work of Christ.” 3
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Nature of the union
Building Eph 2:19-22, 1Pet 2:4-5
Body Eph 4:15-16
Marriage Eph 5:22-23
Vine John 15:1-8
Godhead John 14:23, 17:20-23

“Intimate, vital, and spiritual union between Christ and His people.” 4
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The soul never thinks without an image—Aristotle

“What is your only comfort in life and in death?”
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“That I, with body and soul, both in life and in death, am not my own, but

belong to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ.” 5
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Session 2: Union and justification

Defining justification

“For So you have heard, and it is always preached, that this one article
preserves the church of Christ; when it is lost, Christ and the church are lost ...
this article is the sun, the day, the light of the church and of all believers.” 6

Rom 3:10

Rom 3:23-25
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“Problems” with justification R R GH ]
“Righteousness is not an object, a substance or a gas which can be passed What St Paul
across the courtroom.” 7 Really Said

Justification needs union

Rom 5:12, 18-21

“A state of war would exist between us. | have to tell you now that no such undertaking has been
received and that consequently this country is at war with Germany.”

Just as if I'd never sinned

Rom 6:3-6

“By virtue of our union with Jesus Christ, we are incorporated into

the (sin-bearing, guilt-negating, wrath-absorbing, death-defeating,
curse-annulling) crucifixion, death, and burial of Jesus Christ,

through which our sins are forgiven and we are freed from the
sentence of guilt, condemnation, and death which stood against us.” 8

Gal 2:20

“My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought
My sin, not in part but the whole,

Is nailed to the cross, and | bear it no more,

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, o my soul!"9

Just as if I'd always obeyed

Psalm 24:3-4

1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 5:21; Phil 3:9
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Justification not a “problem!”

“First, we must understand that as long as Christ remains outside of us, and we are separated
from him, all that he has suffered and done for the salvation of the human race remains useless
and of no value to us.” 10

Justification is beautiful

“Here this rich and godly Bridegroom Christ marries this poor, wicked
harlot, redeems her from all her evil and adorns her with all His good. It
is now impossible that her sins should destroy her, since they are laid
upon Christ and swallowed up in Him, and she has that righteousness in
Christ her husband of which she may boast as of her own, and which
she can confidently set against all her sins in the face of death and hell,
and say, “If | have sinned, yet my Christ, in Whom | believe, has not
sinned, and all His is mine, and all mine is His.™ 11
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